Resolution of a coronary embolus by intravenous application of bivalirudin.
We report on a case of non-ST-segment myocardial infarction in the absence of coronary artery disease, caused by coronary embolism from the left atrial appendage. Due to the fact that the angiographically confirmed embolus did not resolve within 4 days of treatment with aspirin, clopidogrel and low molecular weight heparin (LMWH), we intravenously administered bivalirudin instead of LMWH for another 2 days and could demonstrate complete resolution of the embolus following this protocol. No bleeding complications or recurrence of myocardial ischemia occurred. Our observations may draw attention to bivalirudin therapy for coronary emboli, when LMWH is not effective.